
Understanding The Old Testament: Part 2 
The Big Picture of the Old Testament 

“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” James 4:6        

                                

         OT TIMELINE                     BOOKS OF THE OT 

                     Historical            Poetry/Wisdom            Prophets  
                              (history)                          (experience)                 (God’s Commentary)         .        
        ?          -  Creation 

            -  Fall 

  -  Flood         Genesis 

  -  Tower of Babel 

     2000 BC -  Abraham & Patriarchs (Isaac, Jacob, Joseph)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

     1800 BC -  Slavery in Egypt           

     1450 BC -  Exodus & the Law                             

     1375 BC -  Judges                      

     1050 BC -  Kings          

   -David, Solomon 

     930 BC  -Kingdom Divided 

     722 BC -  Israel (North) Falls 

     586 BC -  Judah (South) Exiled 

     538 BC -  1st return & rebuild temple (takes 22 years) 

     458 BC -  2nd return & worship reform  

     445 BC -  3rd return & walls rebuilt  

     440 BC -  400 years of silence 

          0 BC -  Birth of Jesus 

             (Pentateuch, books of Moses)              (Major prophets, minor prophets) 

          Exodus  

Leviticus, Numbers 

      Deuteronomy 

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel 

1 Samuel         

2 Samuel    

1 Kings        

2 Kings 

Esther 

              Psalms 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes  

Song of Solomon 

 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

(before exile) 

Joel, Amos, Jonah, Hosea 

Micah, Isaiah 

Nahum, Zephaniah 

Habbakkuk, Jeremiah 
(During exile) 

Ezekiel, Daniel 
(after exile) 

Haggai, Zechariah 

Malachi 

1 Chronicles 
 

2 Chronicles 

Job 


