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Special Upcoming Opportunities

‘DISCOVERING OPEN ARMS’ LUNCHEON: TODAY - 11:30-2:30pm.
Led by our pastors, this interactive workshop is designed to help new
friends learn about our history, vision, values, and beliefs —and how
to get more connected! Pizza lunch GF option. Meeting in Edu Wing.

LADIES’ RETREAT: Fri night & Sat May 5-6'" @ Open Arms Church.
‘Suffering Well: A Study of the Book of Ruth.” Bible teaching, breakout
groups, activities, & more. Pickup Information flyer & Sign up in foyer.

DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING: May 13*" 8:30-4:00pm @ Open Arms
Be trained, equipped and nationally certified to respond to regional
& national disasters. Fee: $30 (includes lunch). Pick up registration
form/fill out & mail to BCNY by May 6. See pastor John w/Questions

KID’S PLAYDATE: Tues mornings 10-12pm (indoors or outdoors)
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL: Tue nights 6:30-8:30pm thru May 23.

Everyday Life at OAC
NEW GUESTS: Please visit the Welcome Booth in café after service
to receive a gift! We also invite you to fill out the Connection Card
(seat pocket in front of you) & drop in the box at the Booth in cafe.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: “Where am | now with Jesus? What would help
me to move forward with Him?” \WWhatever your answer, we’d love to
partner with you! (resources, connections, etc.) website: /reaching

BAPTISM: Baptism is a special time to celebrate your journey of
faith & obedience to Christ. Contact a pastor to tell of your interest.

EVERYBODY SERVES: Let us help you serve the Lord as you serve
others; 30+ ways to make a difference! website: /ministries

PRAYER: Join with others on Sundays 9-9:40am and/or the 2" & 4t
Tuesdays 6:30pm in the last room on the left in the Education wing.

GIVING OPTIONS: 1) Drop in offering boxes by worship center doors
2) Check by mail. 3) Use link on website / app. website: /egiving

OpenArmsChurch.com
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God Shows No Partiality
God at Work - Acts 10:1-48 (ESV)

1At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a
centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, 2a
devout man who feared God with all his household, gave
alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to
God. 3About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a
vision an angel of God come in and say to him: “Cornelius.”
4And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?”
And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have
ascended as a memorial before God. *And now send men to
Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. ®He is
lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the
sea.” "When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he
called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among
those who attended him, 8and having related everything to
them, he sent them to Joppa.

9The next day, as they were on their journey and
approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop
about the sixth hour to pray. °And he became hungry and
wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it,
he fell into a trance 'and saw the heavens opened and
something like a great sheet descending, being let down by
its four corners upon the earth. *2In it were all kinds of
animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 3And there came
a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” ¥*But Peter said,
“By no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that
is common or unclean.” And the voice came to him again
a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call
common.” ¥This happened three times, and the thing was
taken up at once to heaven.

Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the
vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the men who
were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon's
house, stood at the gate *¥and called out to ask whether
Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. *And while
Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him,
“Behold, three men are looking for you. 2°Rise and go down
and accompany them without hesitation, for | have sent
them.” 2!And Peter went down to the men and said, “l am
the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your
coming?” 22And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an
upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the
whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send
for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to
say.” S0 he invited them in to be his guests. The next day
he rose and went away with them, and some of the
brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 2*And on the
following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was
expecting them and had called together his relatives and
close friends. 2When Peter entered, Cornelius met him
and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26But Peter



lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; | too am a man.” 2’ And
as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons
gathered. 28And he said to them, “You yourselves know
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that |
should not call any person common or unclean. 2°So when |
was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you
sent for me.”

30And Cornelius said: Four days ago, about this hour, |
was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and behold, a
man stood before me in bright clothing 3*and said, ‘Corne-
lius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been
remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and
ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house
of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.” 33So | sent for you at once,
and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore
we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you
have been commanded by the Lord. 34So Peter opened his
mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no
partiality, 3°but in every nation anyone who fears Him and
does what is right is acceptable to Him. 3%As for the word
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace
through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 3you yourselves
know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 3how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power. He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3¥And we are
witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on
a tree, ®but God raised him on the third day and made him
to appear, *'not to all the people but to us who had been
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. **And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.
43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

4While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit

fell on all who heard the word. #*And the believers from
among the circumcised who had come with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out
even on the Gentiles. “6For they were hearing them speak-
ing in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared:
47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people,
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 4And
he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.
(see Acts 2)

God Shows No Partiality
God at Word - Acts 10:1-48 (ESV)

How God was and is at work in sharing peace thru Jesus:

1) God preps the hearts of those He’s calling to Jesus. vi-8
>>see John 6:28-29, 43-44 for further study

2) God prepares the called to lay down all kinds of bias’.
>>see Colossians 2:16-21 for further study v9-16

3) God pivots thru prayer the paths of those courageous
enough to listen and obey - without hesitation.  v17-29
>>see Acts 16:6-10 for further study.

4) God’s forgiveness of sinis for all who believe in Jesus —
and how can they believe if they have not heard. v30-43
>>see Romans 10:8-17 for further study.

5) God pours out His Spirit as an affirmation of new life.
>>see Acts 2:4-12, 36-41; Eph 1:13-14 for further study. v44-48



