“You Belong To Another”
Discovering the Righteousness of God—A study in the book of Romans
Pastor Josh Muchmore
Romans 6:14-15; 7:1-6(ESV)


[bookmark: _GoBack]14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
7 Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.
4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.

1) You belong to another; is it sinful passions? Repent; those only bear fruit for death.
 
15 Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! … 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.  


2) You belong to another; is it a spouse? Either way, remember marriage doesn’t last beyond death.
 
2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

Steps in a Jewish marriage (time of Christ)

Betrothal – groom traveled from father’s house to prospective bride’s home, paid purchase price, established marriage covenant
Preparation – groom returned to father’s house, there prepared accommodations for his bride
Return – groom came for bride, at a time not known exactly to her
Marriage – groom returned with his bride to father’s house for the marriage ceremony, after which celebratory feast took place

3) You belong to another; is it Christ? You’re released from the old way, which couldn’t prevent death. 

14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace … 1 Or do you not know, brothers – for I am speaking to those who know the law – that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? … 4 my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ … 6 now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code. 

4) You belong to another; is it Christ? You’re released to bear fruit for the One who conquered death. 

15 Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! … 1 Or do you not know, brothers – for I am speaking to those who know the law – that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? … 4 my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 

Colossians 2:13-14; 3:1-4

13 You, who were dead in your trespasses … God made alive … 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
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