“Reconciled!”
Discovering the Righteousness of God—A study in the book of Romans
Pastor John Mulligan
Romans 5:1-11 (ESV)


Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.        7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though per-haps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 1 – a review
The Life Changing Results of our Justification by faith:
 
1) We have peace with God secured by Jesus in the past   (v 1)
2) We have access to God through Jesus in the present     (v 2a)
3) We have assurance of glory in the future                          (v 2b)
4) We have hope in the midst of suffering.                            (v 3-4)
   
   Gods grace in suffering helps us to have a joyful expectation of:                                        
   
     a.  enduring well
 
     b.  a refined character
 
     c.  a hope that does not disappoint us 




The Life Changing Results of our Justification by faith:

5) We have a constant reminder of God’s love — the Holy Spirit. 
           
     “…God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us… 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God…”  
Romans 5:5-8, 10

God’s love is overflowing/unconditional – it was extended while we were: 
   Weak (v 6a) Ungodly (v 6b) Sinners (v 8) Enemies  (v 10)


When & how was the Holy Spirit given… 

“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance…”
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace … ”                                                     
Ephesians 1:13-14;  Galatians 5:22a

The Life Changing Results of our Justification:

6) We have assurance of our salvation (deliverance from God’s wrath).
  
9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.    
Romans 5:9-10 

God promises to spare His children from wrath - not suffering… 

“3…we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” 
Ephesians 2:3-5  
                                                                                                               
“9…you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”  
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10                                                       

“ 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”   
1 Thessalonians 5:9-11


The Life Changing Results of our Justification:

7) We have a reason to rejoice in God – for we are reconciled!    
    
11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
Romans 5:11


“Reconciled!”
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